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DEMOGRAPHICS
A thorough understanding of the Village of 
Mancelona’s demographic and socioeconomic 
trends is imperative to identify growth and 
development challenges and the changing needs 
and preferences of the citizenry, which in turn aids 
decision-makers in an equitable planning process.

Data Sources
Demographic data referenced in this chapter 
came from the following sources: 

» 2020, 2010, 2000, and 1990 US Decennial
Census. The decennial census is the most
accurate source of demographic information
in the United States. Mandated by the United
States Constitution, the aim of the decennial
census is to count 100% of the US population.
Because the decennial census has been
operating since 1790, it offers a valuable
reference point to illustrate how populations
have changed over time. Information collected
in the most recent counts includes information
about age, sex, race, the relationship between
household members, and household tenure.

» American Community Survey. The
American Community Survey (ACS) replaced
the “long-form” Census questions beginning in
2000, collecting the same types of information
about social, economic, and housing
conditions on a continual basis. Including
these questions in the decennial census
would be more resource-intensive and could
reduce the response rate for the more critical
decennial census. The ACS is not a complete
survey of the United States but a sample. A
random selection of households is sent the
ACS every year, and the Census Bureau
uses the responses to create estimates
for the rest of the population. Because
the ACS is a sample smaller communities
require multiple years of sampling to create
accurate estimates. Communities with
fewer than 20,000 people must be sampled
over 60-months to create estimates, these
estimates are referred to as 5-year estimates.
The Village of Mancelona does not have a
population over 20,000 so this plan will use
ACS 5-year estimates.
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Population
The population of the Village of Mancelona has 
shown a steady increase from 2017 to 2022. 
Sitting at an estimated total of 1,622 in 2022, 
the Village of Mancelona makes up just under 
7% of the population in Antrim County.1 The 
Township of Mancelona increased only slightly 
to a total of 4,364 in 2022, making up over 
18% of the County’s population. Although the 
Village, Township, and overall County increased 
in population from 2017 to 2022, the Village 
of Mancelona saw the greatest increase (see 
the figure titled, “Percent Population Change 
from 2017 to 2022”). The difference between 
these rates of growth indicates that the Village’s 

population is more susceptible to larger shifts. 
The Village of Mancelona should be prepared 
to accommodate these changes as they come. 
It should be noted, however, that while the 
Village’s population has grown consistently from 
1960 to 2022, the largest change in population 
has only occurred in the most recent years. 
The Township of Mancelona has experienced a 
relatively stable population as well, although the 
population has increased significantly since 1990, 
when the population of the municipality was first 
publicly recorded. Between 1990 and 2022, the 
population of the Township grew by 38%. In that 
same time frame, the Village’s population only 
grew by 18%.
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Figure XX: Percent Population Change 
from 2017 to 2022

Source: 2017 and 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table DP05
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Seasonal Population
It is important to consider seasonal populations 
as they influence the population and development 
dynamics of a community. Seasonal populations 
can also portray the relevance and strength of a 
community’s tourism industry, which can influence 
a community’s development priorities. Networks 
Northwest report on seasonal population displays 
full-time residents, part-time residents, and 
overnight visitors – the latter two categories 
make up the seasonal population. The term 
“part-time residents” refers to residents who 
own secondary homes in Antrim County, while 
overnight visitors represent individuals staying in 
hotels, other lodgings, or short-term rentals (such 
as an Airbnb) for short periods of time. During the 
months of June, July, and August, the seasonal 
population is much higher than at other points of 
the year, bringing the total population up to nearly 
60,000 individuals at a time.2 This emphasizes 
Antrim County’s fluctuations in population, 
which may be experienced in both the Village 
and Township of Mancelona. A less consistent 
population indicates that the region may need 
to plan for greater density, economic activity, 
and usage of services and amenities during the 
summer months.
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Age
The age demographics of a municipality can be 
used to consider the kinds of developments or 
amenities that should be supported by the local 
government. An aging population will benefit from 
a different focus of development than a younger 
population. From 2017 to 2022, the Village of 
Mancelona’s age demographics showed that the 
population is aging.3 The Village’s median age 
in 2017 was 32.1, increasing to 35 in 2022. The 
Township of Mancelona reflected this trend with 
a median age that increased from 36.3 in 2017 
to 40.6 in 2022. The median age in the State 
of Michigan was 39.9 in 2022. These statistics 
indicate that the Township’s population is older 
than the Village’s population. The proportion 
of the population between 0 and 24 years of 
age is higher in the Village than the Township, 

and the Township has a higher proportion of 
residents aged 55 to 85+. Compared to the State 
of Michigan, which had a median age of 39.9 in 
2022, the Village has a slightly younger population 
while the Township has a slightly older population. 
As such, the Village and Township of Mancelona 
could tailor their development strategies to 
consider their corresponding age demographics. 

Race 
Overall, the population of the Village of 
Mancelona largely identifies as white. From 
2017 to 2022, however, there was a slight shift 
in the racial demographics. In 2017, 93.8% 
of the population identified as white, and this 
percentage decreased to 87.1% of the population 
in 2022.4 In contrast, the percentage of the 
population identifying as Black increased from 
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1.1% in 2017 to 6.8% in 2022. Other racial 
categories also increased in their share of the 
Village’s population, although these changes 
were less notable. 

Disability
In 2022, 20% of the Village of Mancelona’s 
noninstitutionalized population had some form 
of disability.5 This number was 18.8% in the 
Township of Mancelona. In 2022, the proportion 
of the population with a disability was also 
slightly higher in the Village of Mancelona than 
in the Township, Antrim County, and the State of 
Michigan. 15.5% of Antrim County’s population 
and 14.1% of Michigan’s population had a 
disability in 2022. Additionally, while nearly half 
of the Village’s population above the age of 64 
was reported to have a disability in 2022, that 
value was only approximately a third of the 
Township’s population and a quarter of Antrim 
County’s population above the age of 64. The 
other age cohorts reflected similar patterns, 
albeit less stark, as a higher proportion of the 
Village of Mancelona’s population was reported 
to have some disability than in the Township 
of Mancelona and Antrim County, as well as 
the State of Michigan. This data highlights a 
particular subset of the Village’s – and to a 

lesser extent the Township’s – population that 
should be considered in future developments, 
especially for the older age cohort. In both the 
Village and Township, the most common types of 
disabilities were ambulatory difficulties followed 
by independent living difficulties.6 Given that 
these disabilities are most common in both the 
Village and Township, it may be beneficial for the 
two municipalities to collaborate on strategies to 
assist individuals with these disabilities.

Socioeconomic Factors

Education
In 2022, much of the Village’s and Township’s 
population above the age of 25 had obtained a 
high school degree or higher. This proportion of 
the population – 85.7% and 89.1%, respectively 
- was slightly lower than that of Antrim County
and the State of Michigan, which were both
above 90%.7 In 2017, the Village of Mancelona’s
population with a high school diploma or higher
was 83.1%, showing that there was a very slight
increase of this population between 2017 and
2022.8 In terms of higher education, there is a
smaller percentage of the population in both
the Village and Township that has pursued a
Bachelor’s or Graduate degree. In 2022, only
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6.4% and 2.4% of the Village’s population had 
earned these degrees, respectively, which was 
a little lower than the Township’s 14.1% and 
6.8% of the population that had achieved these 
levels of education. This shows that most of 
the Village’s and Township’s populations attend 
school through high school, but do not pursue 
additional education. 

Income & Earnings
The median income of the Village of Mancelona 
was nearly $37,000 in 2017, jumping up to just 
over $50,000 in 2022.9 In 2017, the Township 
of Mancelona had a lower median income at 
just over $36,000, however it increased to over 
$60,000 in 2022. This is notable as it indicates an 
incredible rise in median income of the Township 
between 2017 and 2022. The median incomes 

in the Village and Township were lower than 
those of Antrim County, the State of Michigan, 
and the United States, however, they the Village 
and Township saw greater increases in median 
income. The Village of Mancelona exhibited an 
increase in median income of 36.5%, while the 
Township saw an increase of over 66%. A higher 
growth rate in both the Village’s and Township’s 
median incomes between 2017 and 2022 may 
reflect an increase in employment opportunities, 
stability, and other developments.  

In 2022, the most common income bracket 
in the Village of Mancelona was $25-35,000, 
however 70% of all residents earned between 
$25-100,000. Incomes above or below that 
group were relatively equally distributed. In the 
Township of Mancelona, the most common 
income bracket was $50-75,000, with close 
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to a quarter of residents earning an income in 
that range. The majority of residents, also close 
to 70% of the Township’s population, earned 
between $35-150,000 annually. These values 
indicate a slightly higher income average for 
residents of the Township, although it should 
be noted that the proportion of the Village’s 
population with an income over $200,000 was 
over 11%, a percentage that was much higher 
than the Township’s proportion of households 
earning that income.

Poverty
Poverty thresholds are used to compare 
household income with the total number of 
individuals residing in a household. In both 
the Village and Township of Mancelona, the 
proportion of households beneath the poverty 
threshold was greater in all household categories 
than in Antrim County and the State of Michigan.10 
Across all regions, the two household categories 
with the highest rates of poverty levels were 
individuals under eighteen and families with 
only a female householder. In the Village of 
Mancelona, individuals under the age of 18 were 
most likely to be living in poverty. Contrarily, 
families with only a female householder made 
up the largest group living in poverty in the 
Township of Mancelona. This data identifies the 
most financially troubled subsets of the Village 
and Township of Mancelona, and as such, can be 
used to develop financial assistance plans in the 
future.

It is beneficial to examine poverty rates when 
accounting for the financial challenges and 
income distribution of a community; however, 
poverty rates are not the only measure of 
financial hardship. ALICE budgets, created by 
United Way, are another method with which 
this can be studied. ALICE stands for Asset 
Limited, Income Constrained, Employed, and it 
offers data on individuals and households that 
are above the poverty level but still encounter 
difficulties affording regular expenses.11 The 
ALICE threshold is based on these basic 
expenses, such as food, housing, healthcare, 
childcare, transportation, and technology, and 
their respective costs in the local community. 
Although only 5.6% of households in Antrim 
County were below the poverty line, over 36% of 
households were identified to be below the ALICE 
threshold.12 This confirms that financial hardship 
may exist for a larger sect of the population than 
just the percentage of households living below 
the poverty line. In the Village and Township of 
Mancelona, the proportion of households living 
below the ALICE threshold was much higher than 
in Antrim County. In 2022, 50% and 42% of these 
municipalities’ households were categorized 
below the ALICE threshold, respectively. 

The ALICE Survival and Stability budgets are 
provided by United Way to examine how the 
ALICE threshold and level of financial obligations 
might change depending on the size and 
particular members of a household, such as 
children. Broadly, the Survival Budget accounts 
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Mancelona 
Village

Mancelona 
Township Antrim County Michigan

All Families 13.5% 10.4% 5.6% 8.8%

Families with only Female Householder 30.0% 39.7% 25.6% 25.4%

All Individuals 20.2% 18.3% 9.4% 13.1%

Individuals under 18 34.6% 26.2% 14.6% 17.8%

Individuals aged 18-64 16.3% 17.8% 9.5% 12.7%

Individuals aged 65 and over 7.6% 9.4% 5.9% 9.0%
Source: 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates Table DP03

Table XX: Families and Individuals Living in Poverty, 2022
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for the necessary costs of living, while the 
Stability Budget considers the ability to save for 
future expenses. These budgets can be used to 
represent the financial capacity of households 
across Antrim County as a whole. Considering the 
2022 median income was approximately $50,000 
in the Village of Mancelona and $60,000 in the 
Township, it is possible to see how many more 
households may be financially burdened than 
shown by their poverty rates. As can be seen, 
meeting the ALICE Stability Budget requires 
households to earn significantly more than the 
median income in both the Village and Township.

Economic Factors

Employment Status
In the Village of Mancelona, 60% of the 
population over the age of sixteen contribute 
as employed members of the labor force, while 
nearly 8% are unemployed members of the labor 
force.13 32% of this population is not considered 
to make up a part of the labor force. In the 
Township of Mancelona, 54.7% is employed 
in the workforce. 4.6% of the Township is 
unemployed in the workforce and 40.7% is not a 
member of the workforce. The Township therefore 
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ALICE Survival Budget ALICE Stability Budget
Single Adult $27,180 $49,200
Single Adult $27,180 $49,200
One Adult, One Child $43,248 Not Calculated
One Adult, One in Child Care $46,884 Not Calculated
Two Adults $43,248 $71,148
Two Adults, Two Children $67,608 $119,016
Two Adults, Two in Childcare $75,012 $128,988
Single Adult 65+ $31,152 Not Calculated
Two Adults 65+ $52,272 Not Calculated

Source: United Way. Michigan ALICE Household Budgets, 2022.

Table XX: Antrim County ALICE Survival and Stability Budgets, 2022
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has a proportionately smaller workforce than the 
Village. The unemployment rate is also greater 
in the Village. Additionally, it should be noted 
that the employment statistics of the Township of 
Mancelona more closely resemble those of both 
Antrim County and the State of Michigan. This 
information can be used to identify the differing 
needs of each municipality. For instance, greater 
employment opportunities may be needed in the 
Village of Mancelona that fit with the Village‘s age 
demographics and common industries.  

Industries & Occupations
The most common occupation in the Village 
of Mancelona was in the service sector, which 
made up 36.8% of employees in the Village.14 In 
the Township of Mancelona, the most common 
occupation was in production and transportation, 
accounting for a quarter of all civilians. The 
most common industries in both the Village 
and Township were education, healthcare, and 
social assistance; manufacturing; and arts, 
entertainment, recreation, and food services. 
These industries collectively employed more than 
two-thirds of the civilian employed population 
over the age of 16 in the Village. Comparatively, 
the proportion of the Village’s residents employed 

in education, healthcare, and social assistance 
industry was much higher than in the Township. 
More residents in the Township, however, 
were employed in the retail and transportation 
industries than in the Village, proportionately. 
These findings indicate the kinds of employment 
opportunities that may be most abundant in the 
Village and Township and therefore, the kinds of 
economic developments and opportunities that 
may be most viable in the Village.

Commuting Patterns 
Commuting and vehicle ownership patterns may 
point to employment and economic development 
opportunities or challenges in a community. 
An Inflow/Outflow Analysis for the Village 
of Mancelona in 2021 reported that 83% of 
employed individuals in the Village live outside 
the Village limits. Additionally, it found that 93% 
of the Village’s residents are employed outside 
the Village. Only 28 individuals both live and 
work in the Village, accounting for approximately 
7% of the Village’s residents or 17% of those 
employed in the Village.15 This signals that there 
is a higher proportion of residents in the Village of 
Mancelona who must leave the Village to find and 
commute to work. In 2022, the mean commute 
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Industry Mancelona Village Mancelona Township
Agriculture, forestry, hunting, and mining 3.2% 2.1%

Construction 8.5% 9.0%

Manufacturing 16.0% 19.5%

Wholesale trade 0.7% 0.6%

Retail trade 5.2% 10.1%

Transportation, warehousing, and utilities 1.2% 9.1%

Information 2.3% 1.5%

Finance, insurance, and real estate 1.6% 3.6%

Professional, scientific, management, and administrative 6.6% 5.3%

Education, health care, and social assistance 37.7% 23.4%

Arts, entertainment, recreation, and food services 14.8% 11.1%

Other 0.5% 2.6%

Public Administration 1.5% 2.0%
Source: 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table DP03

Table XX: Industries in Village and Township of Mancelona
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time was just over 24 minutes, which implies that 
most individuals can find work nearby or within 
Antrim County.16 

The Inflow/Outflow Analysis for the Township 
of Mancelona in 2021 showed that 70% of 
employed individuals in the Township live beyond 
the Township limits. 90% of the Township’s 
residents are employed outside of the Township. 
114 individuals are both residents and employees 
within the Township, which accounts for 30% 
of the Township’s employees or 8% of the 
Township’s residents. Similar to the Village, 
this suggests a high amount of the Township’s 
residents are employed elsewhere and that many 
individuals come to work in the Township from 
other municipalities. The mean commute time in 
the Township was also similar to the Village’s, at 
approximately 26 minutes. 

In the Village, approximately 85% of those 
commuting to work in 2022 drove alone and just 
under 10% carpooled.17 It was not found to be 
common to walk or work from home. In 2022, it 
was also unlikely for households in the Village of 
Mancelona to have no vehicles available – this 
was consistent with Antrim County and the State 
of Michigan.18 Close to half of all households 
had one vehicle available, which was a higher 
proportion than in Antrim County and the State of 
Michigan; however, a much smaller proportion of 
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Figure XX: Commute Analysis for the 
Village of Mancelona, 2021

Source: 2021 On The Map, Inflow/Outflow Analysis 

Figure XX: Commute Analysis for the 
Township of Mancelona, 2021

Source: 2021 On The Map, Inflow/Outflow Analysis 
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households had more than one vehicle present in 
the Village. 

In the Township of Mancelona, the vast majority 
of individuals – 88.3% – drove alone to their 
site of employment. Only 6.2% carpooled and 
combined, less than 5% of individuals walked 
to work, utilized other means to get to work, or 
worked from home. Unlike the Village, where 
it was most common to have one vehicle per 
household, it was more common for a household 
to have two vehicles in the Township. Consistent 
with the Village, though, there was at least one 
vehicle in nearly all of the Township’s households.

Computers and Internet Use 
In 2022, nearly 100% of households in the 
Village of Mancelona owned a computer.19 
This was an increase from 79% in 2017.20 
Similarly, households with a broadband internet 
subscription increased substantially from 68.5% 
in 2017 to 84.8% in 2022. The Township of 
Mancelona exhibited the same trend, indicating 
that the entire region likely experienced an 
increase in internet access after 2017. 
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Source: 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table DP04
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HOUSING
A community’s housing characteristics are often 
tied to the wellbeing of a community through 
factors such as population and family dynamics 
and economic development. In the Village of 
Mancelona, the total number of housing units 
increased by 16% between 2017 and 2022 to 
reach a total of 712 units.21 Additionally, the 
total number of households increased by nearly 
25% to 665 households in 2022. It should be 
noted that due to the size of the municipalities, 
there is a large margin of error from the census 
information that is available.  As can be seen, 
the number of households and housing units in 
the Township is much greater than in the Village 
of Mancelona.  Although there are still more 
housing units available than households, the 
proportion of the housing stock built in recent 
years is notably low. A combined 7.3% of the 
Village of Mancelona’s housing units have been 
built since 2000 and no new units have been 
built since 2020 (see the figure titled, “Housing 
Year Built, 2022”).22 In contrast, nearly half of the 
Village’s housing units were built between 1960 
and 1979. While housing units have been built 
more consistently over the decades in the State 
of Michigan, most of the Village of Mancelona’s 
housing units were built within this 20-year range 
that ended 45 years ago. With the growing 
population in the Village, it will be important to 
consider new housing developments. 

In the Township of Mancelona, the number of 
housing units increased only by approximately 
0.3% between 2017 and 2022. The number 
of households, however, increased by 20%. It 
should be noted that in both 2017 and 2022, the 
Township had many more housing units than 
households. As such, even though the increase 
in housing units did not match the increase in 
households, there was still enough housing in 
2022 to accommodate all the households. Almost 
a third of the Township’s housing units were 
developed between 1990 and 1999 and only 
11% of housing units have been built since then. 
This might indicate a future need to maintain and 
potentially restore the Township’s housing units. 
Furthermore, although there does not appear 
to be a shortage of housing units, the Township 
should focus on maintaining a healthy ratio of 
housing units to households in the future. 

The most common form of household in 2022 
was a married couple family, accounting for 
39.5% of households.23 This percentage was 
lower in the Village of Mancelona than in the 
Township of Mancelona, Antrim County, and the 
State of Michigan. However, the Village’s second 
most common form of household – female 
householder with no spouse/partner present 
– was higher than the other selected areas, at
32.3%. Overall, just over half of the households
in the Village of Mancelona are either married
couples or cohabitating couple households,
leaving single householders to make up the other
approximate half of households.
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In the Township, 46% of households were 
married couple families in 2022, which was more 
than in the Village. There were more households 
of couples, whether they were married or just 
cohabitating, in the Township than in the Village. 
Additionally, single households were more equally 
divided between males and females in the 
Township as opposed to the Village, which had 
substantially more single female householders.

There are more homeowners than renters in 
both Mancelona Village and Township.24 Unlike 
the trends of decreasing renters across Antrim 
County and the State of Michigan, the proportion 

of renters increased in the Village and stayed the 
same in the Township. Proportionately, there were 
more renters in the Village than in the Township in 
both 2017 and 2022. In 2022, 65% of households 
in the Village were made up homeowners, 
while 35% of households were renters. 80% 
of households in Township were homeowners, 
and only 20% of households were renters. 
This information indicates the kind of housing 
market that exists in the two municipalities, the 
housing dynamics of residents, and economic 
consequences, such as the amount of taxes that 
can be generated from homeowners.
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Figure XX: Housing Characteristics, 2022

Source: 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table DP02
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The costs of homeownership in both the Village 
and Township were similar. By and large, 
these costs amounted to less than 20% of 
household incomes in 2022.25 As the percentage 
of household income dedicated to costs of 
homeownership increased, the number of 
households with decreased, as shown on the 
Figure titled, “Costs of Homeownership as a 
Percentage of Household Income, 2022.” Only 
17% of homeowners in the Village and 18% in the 
Township spent more than 30% of their monthly 
income on homeownership costs. The costs 
of rent, which were less steadily proportionate 
to household income, were also similar in the 
Village and Township. Notably, most renters 
spent either less than 20% or more than 35% of 

their household income on rental costs. It was 
less common for households to spend between 
20% and 35% of their household income on 
rent. In the Village, these extremes were more 
pronounced than in the Township. Moreover, the 
greatest proportion of renters, over 38%, spent 
more than 35% of their household income on 
rent. This indicates that the rental conditions in 
both the Village and Township are more sporadic 
and financially burdensome, in some cases, than 
homeowner conditions. Given that the number 
of renters increased in the Village of Mancelona 
between 2017 and 2022, it may be beneficial 
to consider how the high costs of rent impact 
residents in the Village.
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Source: 2017 and 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table DP04
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Figure XX: Costs of Homeownership as a 
Percentage of Household Income, 2022

Source: 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table DP04

Figure XX: Costs of Rent as a Percentage 
of Household Income, 2022

Source: 2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table DP04
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
» The Village of Mancelona experienced a substantial increase in population from 2017 to

2022. This increase, at 15.1%, was much higher than the population increase of the Township
of Mancelona, which increased by only 1.2%. It was also much higher than the increase in
Antrim County and the State of Michigan.

» The seasonal population of the region adds a significant subset of the total population during
the months of June, July, and August. Data for Antrim County shows that the region’s total
population doubles for the duration of these months, as compared to other months of the year.

» There is a higher proportion of people with a disability in the Village of Mancelona compared
to the Township, County, and State. This is especially true for the Village’s population over the
age of 64, as over 45% of this age cohort is reported to have a disability. This percentage is
much higher in the Village than it is in other municipalities and the State of Michigan.

» From 2017 to 2022, there were notable increases in household median income, households
with computers, and households with broadband internet subscriptions in the Village. In
particular, the median income in the Township increased dramatically, surpassing that of the
Village.

» There is a significantly higher proportion of individuals under the age of eighteen who are
living in poverty in the Village of Mancelona, compared to the Township, County, and State.
The ALICE Survival and Stability Budgets indicate that a large amount of both the Village and
Township are financially burdened.

» In the Township, there is a much greater amount of available housing units than in the Village.
The proportion of available housing units in the Township decreased between 2017 and 2022,
however, it remained substantially larger than that of the Village.

» Few housing units have been built since 2000 in both the Village and the Township.
This contrasts with the State of Michigan, which shows more evenly distributed housing
development across time.

» The number of renters increased in the Village and remained the same in the Township
between 2017 and 2022. Both statistics reflect the opposite trend of Antrim County and State
of Michigan, which showed a decrease in the number of renters during the same period.

» Housing tenure and cost relationships are significant in the Village and Township. While costs
of homeownership are lower typically lower, rental costs occupy more than 35% of many
renters. Rent is more likely to take up 35% of household incomes in the Village than in the
Township. This indicates greater financial burdens for renters in the Village and Township.
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